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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



THE PEACE REIGN. 



JAMES THOMSON. 



O first of human blessings and supreme ! 

Fair Peace ! how lovely, how delightful thou ! 

By whose wide tie the kindred sons of men 

Like brothers live, in amity combined 

And unsuspicious faith ; while honest toil 

Gives every joy, and to those joys a right 

Which idle, barbarous rapine but usurps. 

Pure is thy reign ; when, unaccursed by blood, 

Naught, save the sweetness of indulgent showers, 

Trickling, distils into the verdant glebe ; 

Instead of mangled carcasses, sad scene, 

When the blithe sheaves lie scattered o'er the field ; 

When only shining shares, the crooked knife, 

And hooks imprint the vegetable wound ; 

When the land blushes with the rose alone, 

The falling fruitage and the bleeding vine. 

O Peace, thou source and soul of social life ; 

Beneath whose calm inspiring influence 

Science his views enlarges, Art refines, 

And swelling Commerce opens all her ports ; 

Blessed be the man divine who gives us thee ! 

Who bids the trumpet hush his horrid clang, 

Nor blow the giddy nations into rage ; 

Who sheathes the murderous blade; the deadly gun 

Into the well-piled armory returns ; 

And, every vigor from the work of death 

To grateful industry converting, makes 

The country flourish and the city smile. 

Unviolated, him the virgin sings, 

And him the smiling mother to her train. 

Of him the shepherd in the peaceful dale 

Chants ; and, the treasures of his labor sure, 

The husbandman of him, as at the plow 

Or team he toils. With him the sailor soothes, 

Beneath the trembling moon, the midnight wave ; 

And the full city, warm, from street to street 

And shop to shop responsive, rings of him. 

Nor joys one land alone ; his praise extends 

Far as the sun rolls the diffusive day ; 

Far as the breeze can bear the gifts of peace, 

Till all the happy nations catch the song. 



THE FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND AND 
ARMAMENTS. 

At Edinburgh on June 4, 1889, at the General As- 
sembly of the Free Church of Scotland, resolved : 

"Whereas, the increase of the armaments of Europe is 
exhausting the resources of the nations and imperilling 
their peace, and is contrary to the principles and hostile 
to the interests of Christianity, the General Assembly 
resolve to petition Parliament to consider what can be 
done to remove or lessen this great evil, and to promote 
arbitration in the quarrels of nations ; and further, the 
Assembly, recognizing the solidarity of the Church of 
Christ, resolve, as far as may be found practicable, to 
communicate with other churches at home and abroad, 
with the view of interesting them in this cause, and en- 
treating them to do what may be in their power to further 
the peace of the world, and appoint the following com 
mittee to draw up both a petition to Parliament and a 
letter to the Church of Christ, in terms of this resolution : 
—Dr. Walter C. Smith, Professor Simpson, Mr. James 
MacDonald and the Clerk." 

The same General Assembly have also through their 
Moderator, Rev. D. Laird, issued the following letter to 
the Churches : 



"We offer no apology for venturing to address you, at 
present, on a matter which we feel sure is as deeply in- 
teresting to you as it is to us. 

"Of late years we have noted with grave anxiety the 
growth of vast and burdensome armaments in every 
country of Europe, not excepting our own, and the fre- 
quent alarms of coming war, and constant feeling of 
insecurity, caused by those terrible preparations. There- 
fore it has seemed not unmeet to appeal to you, and to 
all the Churches of Christ, in a spirit of brotherly love to 
unite with us in prayer to the common Father, that He 
would be pleased to avert those apprehended evils ; and 
to beseech you also to do what in you lies to bring about 
a mutual reduction of those Armaments, which are every- 
where more than the burdened peoples are able to bear. 

"It is not for us to say what measures, if any, it. may 
be in your power to take for this end, beyond bringing it 
under the notice of that branch of the Church, over 
which your influence or authority extends. But we feel 
assured that you are not less desirous than we are Ho 
undo heavy burdens,' and to realize the Gospel hope of 
'Peace on earth ;' and that, consequently, you will not 
take it amiss that we have approached you with an as- 
surance of our heartfelt sympatic*, and our willingness to 
co-operate with you in any well-considered effort to 
substitute peaceful Arbitration in the quarrels of nations 
for the terrible gage of battle. Praying Gad to have you 
in His holy keeping, I remain, 

"In Name and by Authority of the Assembly, 

JOHN LAIRD, D. D., 
Moderator." 

ENGLAND AND AMERICA. 

On June 14 the visiting American Engineers were en- 
tertained by the reception committee at a banquet, which 
was given in the Guildhall of the city of London by the 
express permission of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commons of the City in Common Council assembled. 
The guests were received in the library by Sir John 
Coode. The Guildhall was decorated with trophies of 
American flags. Sir J Coode presided. On the right of 
the chair were the United States Minister, Sir E. Thorn- 
ton, Mr. Whittemore, Sir J. Fowler, Mr. A. E. Hunt, 
Sir D. Salomons, Professor Elihu' Thomson, Mr. Aber- 
nethy, Professor Thurston, the Dean of Westminster, 
Mr. Archbald, Sir G. B. Bruce, Mr. Kerchoff, Gen. Sir 
R Harrison, Sir T. Chambers, Sir W. Thomson, and 
others. 

The Chairman : It is my strong belief that one of the 
most potent factors in the prosperity of America has been 
that pure Christianity which was carried to its shores 
more than 200 years ago by those grand old Pilgrim 
Fathers, of whom it was so well written by the mother of 
one of their deceased vice-presidents — Mrs. Hemans : — 

"They have left unstained what there they found, — 
Freedom to worship God." 

(Cheers.) Between the peoples of this country and 
those of the United States there existed, and let us pray 
God that there may ever exist, the most cordial feelings 
of harmony and good will. (Cheers.) Were we not all 
of one blood? Had it not been well said that blood is 
thicker than water? We on this side of the Atlantic 
designated our country as the "United Kingdom ;" our 
American cousins on the opposite shores had entitled 
theirs the "United States." Let both so unite together 
and so act towards each other that they might ever live in 



